GERMAN TOURISM: TRAVEL APPETITE
REMAINS STRONG DESPITE ECONOMIC
UNCERTAINTIES
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Summer travel demand remains strong among Germans despite
global economic worries and political unrest. The most recent data
from the German Tourism Association (DTV) shows close to 60
percent plan a holiday journey in the coming months.

Surprisingly, more than six out of ten adults in Germany expect to take a trip within the next
quarter, according to data collected last month. The poll included roughly one thousand individuals
between ages eighteen and seventy-nine who speak German. While almost half plan stays inside
national borders, a slightly smaller share aim to cross them. Despite differences in location
preference, each choice holds similar attraction for travelers. What stands out is how closely
matched these two trends remain.

Fuel Price Hikes Have Little Effect

Even though kerosene and fuel prices have risen visibly, most people still stick to their original
travel choices. A small fraction - just 13 percent - reported altering summer holiday plans due to
these expenses. Among those who made changes:

¢ 4 percent altered their destination or the number of trips planned.
e 3 percent decided to shorten their stay.
e Just 2 percent chose to cancel their vacation entirely.

"For 87 percent of respondents, the increased kerosene and fuel prices have no effect on their short-
term vacation travel plans for the summer of 2026," said Bernd Eisenstein, Director of the German
Institute for Tourism Research. "This illustrates the high consumption priority that summer vacation
trips enjoy among Germans."

Domestic Tourism as an Economic Stabilizer

What stands out most is the growing enthusiasm for holiday travel inside Germany. This trend,
according to Reinhard Meyer - head of the German Tourism Association - points toward renewed
confidence in local destinations.

What matters most during economic instability shows up clearly in how local areas respond, Meyer
noted. When global trips slow down, nearby places still draw crowds - this steady flow supports city
budgets and business income alike. Though borders may tighten or distant markets shift,
homegrown tourism holds firm under pressure.

Despite ongoing hurdles, most people in Germany still see summer trips as essential. A
steady look at travel plans comes through the DTV’s recurring holiday index, highlighting how
deeply rooted getaway traditions remain. While conditions shift, one thing holds: time away each
year stays non-negotiable for many households.



With summer drawing near, travelers keep booking - domestic trips helping steady the market
despite rising prices. Expectations rise when local options fill gaps left by more expensive choices
abroad.
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