
LOUVRE MUSEUM CONFRONTS CRISIS
AFTER MAJOR BURGLARY

Now facing tough times after the October 28 break-in, the Louvre
Museum finds itself under close scrutiny. Though long seen as
untouchable, cracks have begun to show in recent months due to
aging systems failing behind the scenes. Instead of downplaying
concerns, incoming leader Christophe Leribault points directly at
weak spots - especially gaps in protection and decades-old facilities

falling short. While some expected quiet reassurances, he chose blunt honesty about what must
change.

A Landmark Institution at a Crossroads

Out of breath, the Louvre Museum still draws crowds worldwide, though Leribault sees deeper
issues beneath. Not sugarcoating it, he states outright - grandeur aside, effort aside, momentum is
fading. Staff show up every day, yet aging systems lag behind. What once worked now creaks under
demand. A breaking point looms, shaped by years of deferred updates. Replacement isn’t optional
anymore; it’s urgent. Investment needs pile high, forming a barrier few institutions dare
face. Aging wiring, worn pathways, outdated climate controls - all near collapse. He calls it
unavoidable: renewal cannot wait.

Leribault pointed out how fast problems are piling up within the organization. Take, for instance, the
move involving over ten thousand ancient Greek pots - forced by urgent repair needs in part of the
museum complex. Facing such mounting strain, his support stood firm behind the sweeping overhaul
plan known as Louvre New Renaissance - one pegged at a cost surpassing one billion euros.

Security Overhaul in the Wake of the Theft

Though it happened months ago, the break-in continues to affect everyone at the institution.
According to Leribault, emotions remain close to the surface - grief, disbelief, tension - all lingering
beneath daily routines.

By October, a fresh security control center had opened its doors. Right now, extra cameras guard
key spots inside the museum. A broader outer ring of video monitoring will go live come January
2027. According to Leribault, boosting the tech backbone comes first - otherwise, rolling out
hundreds of devices makes little sense.

Now leading internal safety efforts is Olivier Goupil, stepping into the freshly established role of
security coordinator. Once a divisional commissioner, he brings experience from his earlier post
overseeing protection strategies at RATP, the transit operator for Paris. His appointment follows a
restructuring aimed at strengthening oversight across departments. Though new to the title, his
background aligns closely with current operational demands. Leadership emphasized continuity,
citing past coordination successes during high-risk periods on the rail network.

Evolving Plans for the Future

Now under scrutiny, the break-in has triggered a reassessment of the Louvre's long-term strategy.
Though first set for 2025, the large-scale overhaul may shift focus - responding directly to



vulnerabilities revealed during the event. Updated protocols are likely to reflect
recommendations from oversight bodies, strengthening protection where gaps were found. Rather
than sticking strictly to prior timelines, adjustments aim to align safety upgrades with operational
realities uncovered recently.

Leribault speaks plainly, revealing just how complex the challenge truly is - protecting a globally
renowned landmark while meeting real-world needs like safety upgrades, contemporary
functionality, and enduring upkeep. Far from being merely about bricks and blueprints, the “Louvre
New Renaissance” initiative takes shape slowly, emerging as something deeper: an essential move in
shaping what comes next for the institution well beyond today.

Date: 2026-06-21

Article link:
https://www.tourism-review.com/louvre-museum-focuses-on-security-reconstruction-news15522

https://www.tourism-review.com/louvre-museum-focuses-on-security-reconstruction-news15522

