
U.S. REVOKES OVER 600 VISAS IN MAJOR
CRACKDOWN ON INTERNATIONAL BIRTH
TOURISM NETWORKS

On June 10, 2026, the U.S. Department of State stripped over 600
visas connected to structured birth tourism operations. Citizenship
by birthright in the U.S. was the main draw for individuals using
these pathways. Instead of informal arrangements, coordinated
groups guided applicants through entry processes aimed at
securing nationality for newborns.

Investigations led by consulate officials, working alongside regional law enforcement, uncovered
active cells across parts of West Africa, North Africa, and several European nations. Because of
those findings, visa access was terminated as a response measure.

One of the biggest crackdowns on birth tourism lately has taken place. The effort highlights
how seriously Washington treats keeping immigration rules strong.

What Is Birth Tourism?

Born within national borders, infants gain full U.S. citizenship status under long-standing legal
custom. Visitors arriving from abroad sometimes plan pregnancies specifically to secure such an
outcome. Entry occurs legally - most often through tourist permits meant for temporary stays.
Though permitted by law, the practice stretches original visa purposes beyond intended limits.

More than six hundred instances turned up across recent reports, stretching back two years. When
such activity turns into the main reason for entering the country, officials consider it outside
permitted guidelines. Not meant for this use, visas carry specific conditions set by the State
Department. Misusing these documents weakens overall integrity. A pattern like this leads directly
to broad cancellations now taking place.

Networks Uncovered Across Regions

Investigations revealed sophisticated, multi-country operations:

West Africa: A U.S. embassy dismantled a network involving more than 100 individuals who used
forged documents and intermediaries to facilitate entry for pregnant women.

Europe: Over 400 suspected cases have been identified since 2024. At least six companies were
reportedly involved in coaching applicants, arranging U.S. accommodations, and coordinating birth
plans. Several individuals face permanent bans from entering the United States.

North Africa: More than 100 visas were revoked after data analysis revealed irregular patterns tied
to birth tourism activities.

These networks often relied on apocryphal documents, managers, and specialized companies
offering end-to-end services.

How Birth Tourism Companies Operate



The companies and facilitators provided comprehensive packages, including:

Personalized coaching for consular interviews.
Assistance with visa applications and supporting documents.
Arrangements for temporary housing in the U.S.
Coordination of medical care and hospital services for delivery.
Legal guidance in case of immigration issues.

Often, digital platforms became their go-to method for reaching clients, which quietly slipped under
scrutiny - until repeated traits began showing up across visa filings.

U.S. Immigration Law on Birth Tourism

Beginning in 2020, rules clearly banned using tourist visas if the main goal was childbirth aimed at
securing nationality. When inconsistencies appear, consular staff may cancel or refuse entry
permits. Though intentions matter, actions revealing deceit shape decisions.

The State Department’s official position is clear: “No alien is permitted to obtain a visitor visa for the
primary purpose of acquiring U.S. citizenship for a child by childbirth in the U.S.” Violations can
lead to visa revocation, entry bans, and long-term immigration consequences.

Actions Taken by the State Department

The Department pursued a three-pronged strategy:

Immediate revocation of implicated visas.1.
Permanent bars for organizers and facilitators.2.
Enhanced international cooperation with local governments and security agencies.3.

These measures build on ongoing efforts to use data analysis and pattern recognition to identify
fraudulent applications.

Impact on Visa Applicants and Travelers

Now comes a tougher review for every person applying for a visa, especially those from impacted
areas. Because of new measures, visitors need to show strong proof their visit is truly for
vacation, work matters, or seeing relatives. Should officials believe the real reason is giving
birth abroad, approval may be refused - or taken back if already granted.

Just because a visa is issued doesn’t mean entry will be allowed; border agents can still deny access
if they have solid reasons. Admission isn’t automatic even with proper documents - officials at the
point of entry make the final call when risks appear real.
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