
MUNICH’S OKTOBERFEST 2026: BEER
PRICES RISE AGAIN

Beer at Munich’s Oktoberfest grows pricier yet again in 2026,
stretching visitor budgets further. Ranging from €14.80 to €15.90
per liter, costs climb slightly compared to 2025's €14.50–€15.80
span. Despite steady hikes, officials managed to prevent any single
measure reaching €16. Symbolism plays a role here - crossing that
mark felt too stark. Beer prices set by city authorities reflect careful

balancing. Not quite stable, though clearly restrained. Each sip now demands more coins than
before. Still, crowds keep coming, pint after pint.

Backed by data, the city saw inflation rise 2.38 percent since last year, nudging costs upward in
small but steady steps. At Oktoberfest, what people pay for beer keeps surfacing in talks
across Munich - shaped just as much by tradition as by rising expenses.

Special Brew for a Special Occasion

Though often mistaken for regular lager, Oktoberfest beer follows a distinct brewing process
tailored specifically for the event. Because it begins with a greater original gravity, the result is
stronger in both body and alcohol when compared to typical light-colored brews. Visitors anticipate
this bolder flavor profile, which shapes their experience each year. Its special recipe helps explain
why demand stays high - alongside its steeper price point.

Non-Alcoholic Options Also Increase

Price hikes are not limited to beer. Average prices for popular non-alcoholic beverages have also
risen:

Bottled water: €11.13 (2025: €10.95)
Spezi (cola and lemonade mix): €12.84 (2025: €12.48)
Lemonade: €12.47 (2025: €12.11)

On a positive note for budget-conscious or health-minded visitors, free drinking water from fountains
has been available on the Theresienwiese grounds for several years.

How Beer Prices Are Determined

Although Munich’s city government avoids fixing beverage costs itself, it still plays a role through
evaluation of vendor pricing plans. Because it runs the event, officials check each submitted price
list to keep charges within acceptable limits. A standard reference point involves typical dining spots
across town - there, a liter of Export beer now sells between €7.70 and €13.40. With so many visitors
attending yearly, maintaining affordability matters just as much as allowing businesses to operate.

World's Biggest Folk Festival Approaches

Opening this year’s Oktoberfest, the mayor of Munich will tap the first keg at the Schottenhamel
tent on Saturday, September 19 - marking the start with the familiar call "O'zapft is!" Running
through to Sunday, October 4, crowds are set to gather under shaded canopies and open skies alike.
Visitors, nearly six million, arrive from distant cities and quiet towns beyond Bavaria's



hills. While beer flows freely, it is tradition more than drink that draws such numbers each autumn.

Even though tickets cost more, Munich’s Oktoberfest still brings together German customs, live
tunes, laughter, also public joy. Standing beneath the towering Bavaria figure, passing around a full
beer mug inside those giant shared halls - many find that moment repays every euro.
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