LATIN AMERICA EMERGES AS GLOBAL
TOURISM POWERHOUSE IN 2026

Though Europe wrestles with financial unease, conflict lingers
across much of the Middle East, while travel behaviors shift
throughout various Asian regions - Central and South America move
differently, reshaping how tourism unfolds on Earth. The WTTC'’s
2026 EIR suggests these nations will grow faster than most
elsewhere, defying earlier assumptions about where momentum
might emerge next. Growth here appears less like chance, more like
quiet reinvention taking root beneath familiar forecasts.

Strong Growth Despite Global Trends

What stands out is the data. By 2026, travel and tourism output across Central and South America
should climb 4.1%, surpassing the world's 3.2%. A sharper increase appears in overseas tourist
expenditure - forecast at 7.8%, far above the worldwide figure of 3.7%. That gap reveals momentum.

By 2026, global travel and tourism could reach a value of $12 trillion. Driving much of this growth,
Latin America contributes more than its share. Across the region, some 18.5 million jobs may link
directly to the sector. That makes up 8.3% of all employment there.

The Safe Haven Effect

What stands behind this stronger performance? Analysts point to Latin America's milder geopolitical
climate. Though turmoil in parts of the Middle East and Eastern Europe has discouraged tourism,
the area draws visitors seeking adventure without high-risk backdrops. Fewer entanglements in
global disputes play a role here. Exotic appeal remains - yet within a calmer context.

This sense of safety, along with steady local spending, began drawing global travelers back -
especially those from North America and Asia - looking for excitement, heritage, and scenic
landscapes without worrying about unrest. Yet stability matters more now than before.

Star Performers Across the Region
Some nations surge ahead while growth elsewhere lags:

e Ecuador leads the pack with a projected 11.6% increase in tourism GDP.

« Bolivia follows closely at +10.3%, driven by a remarkable 25.8% jump in international visitor
spending.

e Panama (+8.4%) and Guatemala (+6.1%) highlight Central America’s vitality.

e Colombia (+5.7%) and Argentina (+4.9%) continue to build momentum.

e Brazil, the region’s largest economy, maintains steady growth at +2.1%.

One of the most eye-catching figures comes from Venezuela, which is showing a staggering +33.2%
growth in tourism GDP, backed by a 34.8% rise in foreign spending. While impressive on paper, this
reflects the classic “low base effect” — recovery from a very depressed starting point. Though a
positive signal, Venezuela remains a high-risk, high-reward destination for many operators.



From Underdog to Leader

South America once carried a label tied to difficult travel routes and safety issues in some spots.
Now, by 2026, things tilt differently on the world stage. With people searching beyond unstable
destinations, this part of the globe rises quietly - offering vibrant experiences alongside uncommon
calm. Instead of chaos, it presents balance, drawing interest without loud announcements. Where
risk was assumed, stability now shows up in unexpected ways.

Challenges Ahead

Even with positive expectations, fast expansion carries certain downsides. Because of a 7.8% jump in
foreign visitor spending, systems like transport and lodging face growing strain. Without enough
room at hotels, backed-up airports could become common. Roads may struggle unless upgrades
happen quickly. What matters most now is shifting focus - not just bringing people in, but making
sure they have places to stay, ways to move around, and reliable experiences once they arrive.

Stability emerges here, not despite global tensions but alongside them, shaping a different
story across Latin America. Natural beauty pulls attention forward, while deep-rooted cultures
add layers often missing elsewhere. This region rises quietly, drawing visitors who want more than
news can show. Experiences stick because they feel real, unfolding far from dominant narratives.
Latin America now stands apart, chosen not by accident but by intent.
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