BUSINESS TOURISM IN ST. PETERSBURG
BREAKS RECORDS

On the banks of the Neva, a ruler once shaped a bold experiment
three hundred years past. Driven by curiosity rather than tradition,
he sent envoys westward, pulled ideas across borders. Now, in that
same northern hub, fresh gatherings take root each season. Instead
of royal decrees, today’s momentum comes from meetings where
professionals test possibilities. Far beyond ordinary conferences,
these events act as quiet architects of change. Shaped by dialogue, they sketch what might come
next in business tourism.

St. Petersburg sees growing attention as business gatherings move into the region. Not just tourists,
but corporate travelers now shape much of the city's visitor flow. With each conference hosted,
local spending rises slightly more. International names appear on event schedules where
regional ones once stood alone. The shift didn’t happen overnight - infrastructure improved step by
step.

Hotels adapt quietly, adjusting services without fanfare. Meetings held here today reach audiences
far beyond Russian borders. Exposure builds slowly through repeated exposure to global networks.
Economic benefits spread across transport, hospitality, and service sectors alike. Recognition grows
even when headlines stay silent.

Business Tourism Brings High Returns

12.4 million travelers visited St. Petersburg in 2025 - about one in nine came for work-related
reasons. While leisure draws crowds, meetings and trade shows hold special status under the city's
"On Tourism Activities" legislation. This form of travel isn’t just growing - it’s backed by legal
emphasis meant to steer development

“Tourism is one of our most important sectors,” emphasized Governor Alexander Beglov. “We have
substantially increased arrivals from friendly countries. Saudi Arabia, for instance, has entered the
top five source markets, overtaking India. Business tourism is also growing at a record pace.”

Business travel sees steady interest from professionals arriving from China, India, Iran, Turkey, and
nations within the CIS region. Their presence contributes notably to local revenue streams. Data
collected by Turbarometer indicates international attendees outside the CIS framework typically
allocate around 150,000 rubles (EUR 1800) during each city visit. Meanwhile, those coming from
nearby territories - such as Belarus, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan - spend
upwards of 80,000 rubles (EUR 960) per stay. In contrast, Russian business travelers expended
roughly 72,200 rubles (EUR 870) on average in 2025, reflecting growth of nearly 30 percent
compared to figures recorded one year earlier. Among internal tourism patterns, attending
conferences or conducting work-related tasks stands as the third leading motive for journeys,
accounting for 11.6 percent of national visitor activity.

Today, roughly 100,000 individuals are employed in the field. Jobs emerge through events, trade
gatherings, and corporate travel - Vice-Governor Boris Piotrovsky highlighted how these activities
fuel broader economic gains across urban communities.



Year-Round Appeal With Less Seasonal Variation

Throughout the calendar, conferences and trade shows keep visitor numbers steady. A key benefit?
Event-driven travel reduces sharp seasonal swings common in vacation tourism. These gatherings
happen regularly - far beyond just the summer's White Nights stretch.

The ExpoForum Convention and Exhibition Centre shows how consistency meets variety.
Throughout the year, major gatherings take place there - each season hosts its own set of key
meetings. Spring and summer see events like the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum
alongside the Legal Forum, the Labour Forum, the International Environmental Forum titled
“Ecology of the Big City,” the Russian International Energy Forum, then “Housing and Public
Utilities of Russia.” When autumn arrives, followed by winter, the rhythm continues with the St.
Petersburg International Gas Forum, along with the Russian Industrialist Forum-Exhibition and the
Global Fishery Forum, takes place at the site. Each year brings more than 100 gatherings held right
there.

A Business Trip Worth Waiting For

What stands out about St. Petersburg is how it moves beyond meetings and business exchanges.
Beyond schedules and handshakes, the city wraps travelers in layers of culture, history, and human
connection - where work moments quietly become personal memories.

“Business trips to St. Petersburg have become something of a corporate trend,” said Vice-Governor
Boris Piotrovsky. “For many, it doubles as a mini-vacation. Outside their work schedule, participants
eagerly join excursions, plan cultural programs in advance, and meet friends and relatives.” Data
supports this trend: business tourists from near and far abroad stay an average of five and
a half days. Many travel with family.

St. Petersburg thrives today because old foundations support new ambitions. Though shaped by
history, the city moves at the rhythm of modern enterprise. With each conference held, connections
deepen beyond mere transactions. Because culture runs deep here, visitors engage more than
agendas - they encounter meaning. Where Peter the Great once envisioned progress, meetings now
unfold amid lasting influence. Not only do events draw crowds, they reveal how place and purpose
align. While some cities chase trends, this one builds on layers of significance. Through gatherings
large and small, momentum grows quietly but steadily.
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