SUSTAINABLE SKIES: BUSINESSES CAN
REDUCE THE CLIMATE IMPACT OF AIR
TRAVEL

Business flying comes under growing strain to reduce harm to
nature. Firms sending workers across borders feel the impact - not
as distant talk, but real effect on green ambitions. Flights taken by
staff fall into Scope 3 totals, a category gaining attention in investor
reviews and compliance checks. New trends in air travel and flight
data shift how firms choose tickets - choices tied closely to climate

promises.

The Climate Impact of Air Travel

About 2.5 percent of worldwide CO: output comes from air travel. Because contrails and nitrogen
oxides also play a role, the full environmental footprint may be between two and four times
greater than just carbon dioxide alone. On average, one person on a round-trip across the
Atlantic emits around half a ton to nearly six hundred kilos of greenhouse gases. Since frequent
flights or premium seating choices increase exposure, professionals taking regular trips face steeper
totals over time - making focused reductions necessary.

Airline Actions: The Air France Case

Now operating primarily out of Paris Charles de Gaulle, the airline has kept pace by upgrading to
planes that use less fuel. Although established in 1933, it remains active in advancing environmental
goals through clear public reporting. This operator, belonging to the Air France-KLM group, ranks
as Western Europe’s top carrier for 2024. Behind these results lie specific steps taken across its
network - visible directly on its official site.

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) Advantages and Obstacles

From crop leftovers to waste oils, fuel made through advanced processes offers a real shift in how
planes are powered. Up to 80 percent fewer carbon emissions over its full life appear when such
alternatives replace standard jet fuel, based on source and technique used.

From farm leftovers to old kitchen grease, fuel sources are broadening fast. One path forward taps
into city trash heaps for raw material. Ahead lies another option entirely - lab-made kerosene born of
air-scrubbed carbon and renewable-powered reactions. Rules within Europe now require at least two
out of every hundred flights run on such alternatives starting in 2025. That share climbs sharply by
2030, hitting six percent under new policy demands. Half a century from now, if plans hold steady,
seventy parts per hundred must shift toward these cleaner forms.

Cost still stands as the main barrier. Ranging between double and fivefold higher, SAF prices exceed
those of conventional kerosene. Bridging this difference often involves book-and-claim methods -
firms buy certificates tied to sustainable jet fuel output, backing its development without requiring
physical use on particular flights.

CO: Compensation and Global Standards



Even beyond SAF, carbon offsetting still matters - even if specialists question how much it will
matter later. Strong offsets depend on strict verification systems like the Gold Standard or Verified
Carbon Standard. What counts most is additionality: making sure supported initiatives achieve cuts
that would never happen without them.

Beginning in 2027, participation in ICAO’s CORSIA initiative will be required for member countries,
aiming to balance carbon emissions from global air travel. Meanwhile, European carriers must
comply with the region's existing climate policy - since 2012, flight routes within Europe have fallen
under the scope of the EU ETS.

Practical Steps Companies Can Take

Travel managers and sustainability officers have several effective levers to reduce aviation
emissions:

e Aircraft choice: Newer models such as the Airbus A350 or Boeing 787 consume up to 25
percent less jet fuel than older generations. Prioritizing flights on modern aircraft can deliver
significant per-trip savings.

¢ Class selection: Business and first-class seats occupy more space, resulting in a higher per-
passenger CO:2 footprint. Encouraging economy travel where appropriate helps lower
emissions.

e Routing preferences: Direct flights are preferable to connections. Takeoffs and landings
generate disproportionately high emissions, so minimizing them reduces the overall climate
impact.

By combining these operational options with SAF certificates investments and high-quality offsets,
companies can make notable progress on Scope 3 emissions without terminating necessary business
travel.

Sustainable Skies Outlook

Despite hurdles like expense and expansion limits, the shift in aviation toward fewer emissions
continues. Driven by new technology, rules tightening, and financial incentives, change gains ground
slowly. Clearly, greener flight options now influence who stays ahead in the industry race.
Those firms adjusting travel strategies early are matching investor demands while cutting real
carbon loads. Progress here links business choices directly to cleaner movement worldwide.

With stricter rules emerging alongside advances in technology, opting for eco-friendly solutions in
booking and trip planning is turning into both a sensible and accountable move for companies. While
oversight grows more demanding, smarter systems make greener practices easier to adopt across
operations. Firms that adapt early may find themselves better positioned over time through
improved efficiency and compliance. Even so, the shift isn’t just about meeting standards - it reflects
a deeper alignment with long-term operational resilience. As these changes take hold, sustainability
stops being an add-on and becomes part of sound business logic.
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