SPAIN’S TOURISM ENGINE ACCELERATES
IN 2026

_

4l T~ Over 17.5 million foreign travelers visited Spain in the first 3
‘\ ) months of this year, continuing its role as a major destination
worldwide - a figure up 2.5% from early 2025. What stands out
more than headcount comes down to money spent. Traveler
expenses jumped to €25.017 billion during that span, rising 6.3%
when measured against last year.

Data recently published by INE through Frontur and Egatur reveals spending climbed much faster
than arrivals - almost triple the rate. This widening gap suggests Spain’s tourism destination now
draws visitors who spend more, shifting quietly toward richer returns per guest.

Source Markets and Regional Leaders

Even as traditional European destinations keep fueling numbers, their paths are shifting in different
directions. Leading the pack, the UK sent close to 3.2 million travelers - an increase of 2.3% -
representing 14.7% of overall tourism revenue. On another note, German visitor counts climbed
slightly, reaching 2.1 million with a modest 1.2% rise, responsible for 12% of expenditure.
Meanwhile, French tourists fell by almost 6%, slipping below the two-million mark. Despite that dip,
travelers from Nordic nations still made up 7.7% of total spending, holding steady in economic
impact.

Spain’s islands and seaside spots still pull most tourists. Leading the pack, the Canary Islands drew
4.5 million people - an increase of 2.8% - accounting for nearly a third of foreign spending. Though
down by 2.6%, Catalonia brought in more than 3.5 million guests and held onto over 17% of tourism
income. Madrid region followed close behind, taking up 16.6% of overall earnings. Growth surged in
Andalusia, where visitor numbers climbed 5.9%, reaching 2.7 million.

Shifting Traveler Behavior and Economic Realities

Spending has climbed faster than visitor numbers - up 6.3% versus 2.5% - a sign of shifting travel
behavior in Europe. With economies under strain, unrest abroad, and fuel prices on the rise, tourists
now watch every euro. Offices run by Turespafa see people shortening trips, locking in plans earlier,
yet still choosing cheaper options. Safety matters more; Spain's steady image pulls those avoiding
turmoil elsewhere.

Despite strong flight links and a broad range of tourist offerings, Spain faces growing pressure.
Rival spots across the Mediterranean - especially Greece, Turkey, and Morocco - are gaining ground
fast. These countries invest heavily in facilities while undercutting on cost. A shift in traveler choices
could reshape regional dominance. Spain's edge may narrow if responses lag behind changing
dynamics.

The Rise of High-Value and Long-Haul Markets

With growth steady but careful across much of Europe, fresh momentum arrives from wealthy
travelers who keep spending despite economic shifts - lifting Spain’s tourism earnings toward more
profitable ground.



United States: Consolidating its role as an industry driver, the U.S. market is delivering record
spending, strong flight connectivity, and a clear preference for cultural, culinary, and less crowded
experiences. Its structural economic resilience and sustained outbound demand make it a
cornerstone of Spain’s long-haul strategy.

Switzerland: Maintaining premium demand, Swiss travelers exhibit high average spending, low
price sensitivity, and a strong preference for exclusive, cultural, and gastronomic offerings. Their
demand remains remarkably stable even amid global uncertainty.

Canada: Actively diversifying its international travel portfolio, Canadian visitors are increasingly
drawn to Spain’s urban and cultural segments. Travelers typically hold medium-to-high purchasing
power and show strong interest in nature, sustainability, and authentic experiences.

Brazil: A growing middle and upper class with deep cultural ties to Spain is fueling demand for
urban tourism, shopping, and gastronomy. Brazilian visitors demonstrate high concentration in
premium segments and long-haul travel packages.

China: Following a gradual post-pandemic recovery, China presents significant medium-term
potential. Expanding air connectivity, coupled with a traveler profile that favors high-average
spending and premium cultural experiences, positions China as a strategic growth market for
Spain’s diversified European appeal.

Summer 2026 Temperate Expansion Deliberate Priorities

Summer 2026 brings signs of steady rise in overseas travelers, according to Turespafa. Growth may
stay gradual because consumers across Europe remain cautious amid wider financial strains. Still,
Spain holds appeal through dependable security, ease of access, and a wide range of travel
options. This mix draws visitors who spend more during their stays.

British tourists still favor Spanish destinations most; however, those managing tourism from London
see tighter budgets shaping choices now. On top of that, German and French travelers show
stronger interest in cost-effective trips booked well ahead. Meanwhile, nations such as Poland gain
ground quickly - not due to tradition but rebounding economies and better flight availability. Steady
progress - though only modest - is visible across Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Portugal.
Following a similar path, stability marks the outlook for Nordic countries, Austria, and parts of
Central Europe.
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