
MEXICAN TOURISM HIT BY DRUG WARS

Mexico has been a popular tourist destination for generations. Ever
since the 1960s, tourism in the country has been growing. It has
also represented a large part of local economy by employing
countless Mexicans and tourism dollars were being spent in large
quantities by people from all around the world. Things have taken a
rather dramatic turn in recent years though. The ongoing drug wars

have ravaged the entire country causing problems all over.

The ongoing drug wars have caused problems in even some of Mexico's most popular travel
destinations. Acapulco is one example of just how bad things have gotten. Acapulco used to be
popular as people would flock to the city from all around the world. In fact, it was Mexico's
most popular beach city for many years.

Things have changed rather dramatically in the last two years, however. The once packed beaches
are often times nearly empty. Hotel occupancy is down by over fifty percent. With the growing drug
violence, the once crown jewel in Mexico's tourism industry is now the country’s second deadliest
city. All of the violence is scaring away the tourists, and it may be years before they come back, if
ever.

The growing drug violence has more far reaching effects as well. There are unfinished resorts,
hotels, and more. They sit empty as a giant reminder of what once was. Local businesses are also
suffering. With the increase in drug gang activity comes problems for local businesses. Many
have closed down due to the lack of tourists, but there are other problems that they face. Businesses
are subject to robbery while employees and owners are often subject to kidnapping for ransom.

The police force is not well prepared to take care of the situation at all. Recently, hundreds of local
police failed to pass a competency test. There are also accusations of widespread corruption within
the police force making it even more difficult for them to combat the rich and well organized drug
gangs.
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