Sighisoara — The Birthplace of Count Dracula

Sighisoara in Romania is one of Europe's best-preserved medieval towns. Founded by Transylvanian
Saxons during the 12th century, Sighisoara (Schassburg in German) still stands as one of the most
beautiful and best-preserved medieval towns in Europe. Designated as a World Heritage Site by
UNESCO, this perfectly intact 16th century gem with nine towers, cobbled streets, burgher houses and
ornate churches rivals the historic streets of Old Prague or Vienna for atmospheric magic. It is also the
birthplace of Vlad Dracula, also known as Vlad Tepes (Vlad the Impaler), ruler of the province of

Walachia from 1456 to 1462. It was he who inspired Bram Stoker’s fictional creation, Count Dracula.
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